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Happy Pi Day!

Give a Slice on Pi Day -- March 14!
Pi. 3.14.
March 14, 2018, will mark the first PI Day Giving Day
for the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences!

More Details

WMU to host regional steel bridge,
concrete canoe competitions
Western Michigan University’s (WMU) College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences will host a
regional steel bridge and concrete canoe
competition April 6-8, when 10 universities will
compete in a variety of categories with hopes of
advancing to the national finals.

Read Full Story

Saeed honored with distinguished
research award
Dr. Fahad Saeed recently received the Distinguished
Research and Creative Scholarship Award given by
WMU’s Office of the Vice President for Research.
Saeed is an assistant professor in the both the
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
and Department of Computer Science.

Read Full Story

MVP Award
goes to
Engelmann

Save the date:
Custer Talk
March 20
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Give A Slice
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Give a Slice on Pi Day -- March 14! Pi. 3.14.
March 14, 2018, will mark the first PI Day Giving Day for the
College of Engineering and Applied Sciences!
The college’s “Give a Slice” campaign is a 36-hour giving
campaign in support of academic programs, scholarships and
student activities. Donors can make gifts from noon on Tuesday,
March 13 until the campaign ends at midnight on Wednesday,
March 14. All Bronco alumni, friends and family are invited to
participate by making a gift to the College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences. Gifts can be designated to the college, to
individual departments or to one of our 30+ Registered Student
Organizations (RSOs).
All gifts, large or small, make an immediate impact on campus
and in the lives of our students through scholarships, state-ofthe-art learning facilities, top-tier instructors, and more. Again
you can choose any department, program, or any CEAS RSO on
campus. All gifts are 100% tax-deductible. And many employers participate in corporate matching programs.
Join us in showing your love for WMU and the College of Engineering on March 14.
To donate, visit www.MyWMU.com/GiveASlice or Text SLICE to 41444.

WMU to host regional steel bridge, concrete canoe competitions
Western Michigan University’s (WMU) College of Engineering and Applied Sciences will host a regional steel bridge and
concrete canoe competition April 6-8, when 10 universities will compete in a variety of categories with hopes of
advancing to the national finals. WMU engineering students participate each year in the American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) North Central Regional Competition and have the opportunity to host the event every 10 years. The
event – which will be held at Floyd Hall at the Parkview campus --- is free and open to the public. The competition kicks
off Saturday, April 7 starting at 9 a.m. and runs throughout the day. Concrete canoe races will be held at Portage’s
Ramona Park on Sunday, April 8, beginning at 9 a.m.

Universities from Michigan and Ohio will attend the conference, with nine concrete canoe teams and nine steel bridge
teams. The teams are judged by industry professionals.

“The concrete canoe and steel bridge competitions have a long tradition of fostering teamwork and camaraderie,” said
Dr. Osama Abudayyeh, professor and chair of the college’s Department of Civil and Construction Engineering. “The event
provides students with a chance to gain hands-on, practical experience and leadership skills while dealing with realworld engineering issues.”

STEEL BRIDGE TEAM
The steel bridge team designs, fabricates and constructs a scale-model bridge
based on criteria established by the American Society of Civil Engineers and the
American Institute of Steel Construction. The competition involves building a
1:10 scale bridge that is evaluated on lightness, stiffness, construction speed,
construction economy, structural efficiency and overall performance. An award
is also given for display. WMU’s bridge must be 17 feet with a clearance of 7.5
inches and be able to hold 2,500 pounds.

“We’re a relatively young group but we feel like we’ve learned a lot from last
year,” said Jacob Zahm, steel bridge team captain. “We’ve specifically been
focused on making the bridge easier to fabricate and assemble, and we’ve been
making good progress so far. And we’re looking forward to the competition this
year especially since it’s being held at WMU.”

Steel Bridge Team

CONCRETE CANOE TEAM
WMU’s entry in this year’s concrete canoe competition is named
“Golden Opportunity,” and for the second year, was produced
using a “female” mold rather than the typical “male” mold. The
concrete was trowelled inside the Styrofoam mold, rather than
the outside. The canoe will be judged in categories such as hull
design and aesthetics as well as its performance in a number of
different races. One rule change this year is that the coloring
agent for the concrete has to be incorporated into the mix, and
cannot be applied after casting. The competition also involves a
display and presentation of the concrete canoe, as well as a
separate technical paper.

Concrete Canoe Team

The concrete canoe team will conduct paddling practice and see how this year’s canoe performs in the water.

“We have a relatively young team this year, with a lot of newcomers,” said Ethan Carpenter, team captain. “We are
pushing hard to win this year and get the new team prepared for the future.”

Saeed honored with distinguished research award
Dr. Fahad Saeed recently received the Distinguished Research and Creative
Scholarship Award given by WMU’s Office of the Vice President for Research.
Saeed is an assistant professor in the both the Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering and Department of Computer Science. He also is the
director of the Parallel Computing and Data Science Laboratory and the codirector of the Center for High Performance Computing and Big Data.

Saeed joined WMU in January 2014 after serving as a research fellow at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH). He has become an expert in the design and
development of algorithmic and high performance computing. His work is
expected to have broad impact that will lead to the prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of diseases with genetic predisposition including cancer, obesity,
diabetes, heart disease and mental illness.

“Although still early in his career, Dr. Saeed already has had remarkable accomplishments in bio-medical computation,”
said Dr. Houssam Toutanji, dean of the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences. “He has earned a national and
international reputation matched by very few researchers at this stage of their career. We greatly appreciate the
university recognizing him and the important research he is doing in his field.”

MVP Award goes to Engelmann
Dr. Paul Engelmann is an MVP. That is, a Most Valuable
Professor. He recently was honored for this award at a halftime celebration during the WMU-Miami basketball game.
Engelmann was nominated by Audrey Oswalt, a member of
WMU’s track and field team. Every senior student athlete
selected their most valuable professor – someone most
influential to them. There were 59 MVPs selected from across
the entire university.

“I chose Dr. Engelmann because he is a really great professor
and accommodates different learning styles, which really
helped me in class,” Oswalt said. “He showed me all the cool things about plastics and he is the reason I have decided to
take my profession in that direction.”

“I was most honored to have been chosen by Audrey,” said Engelmann, professor in the Department of Engineering
Design, Manufacturing and Management Systems. “As I’ve said many times to my colleagues, my students have always
been my ‘North Star.’ For the past 35 years, I have tried to direct my efforts toward their success.”

“This newly established program is a great mechanism to connect student-athletes with our outstanding faculty,” said
Dr. Lisa DeChano-Cook, faculty athletics representative and associate professor in the Department of Geography. “We
are confident that our student-athletes understand their current success in their sport is secondary to the success they
achieve in the classroom. The MVP program is a great way to honor those university faculty and staff who play a key role
in the academic development of our student-athletes.”

Save the date: Custer Talk March 20
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, March 20, for the next talk
in our ongoing Custer Office Environment Lecture Series, this
one featuring Jim Heath, retired president of Stryker
Instruments. His talk is titled, A Few Things I’ve Learned
from Riding My Bike.
Heath spent 27 years at Stryker, during which he held
numerous positions of increasing responsibility, including
vice president of sales and service, Medical division; vice
president of sales, Instruments division, and vice
president/general manager of the Surgical division. During his
six years as president of the company’s Instruments division,
sales rose to more than $1 billion. He retired in March 2015.
Heath is a graduate of Kalamazoo College and received a master’s degree in sports administration from The
Ohio State University. He served as a member of OSU’s football coaching staff for two years and in 1983,
became assistant football coach at New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, N.M., for two seasons. He
became head coach for football and baseball at Kalamazoo College in 1985, where he also served as assistant
professor of physical education. He received an MBA from the University of Notre Dame in 1998.
Heath currently is executive vice president of customer excellence for Flexfab LLC in Hastings, Mich.
For more information about Jim Heath visit https://wmich.edu/engineer/heath.
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